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Research Objectives
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RO1: Raising a better 
understanding of counter-
maps and the visualization 

techniques they employ. 

RO2: Applying and developing content-
driven, place-based visualization techniques 
rooted in feminist visualization principles for 

the Beyoğlu– I will survive map and 
documenting this process.

RO3: Presenting limitations and 
possibilities of unconventional 

and content-driven visualization 
techniques in the case of Beyoğlu 
– I will survive map, for counter-
mapping in general, and beyond.

Icons created by WEBTECHOPS LLP, Eucalyp, Vectors Point 
from the Noun Project (left to right in respective order) 



Beyoğlu Map as a Counter-Map

RO1: Raising a better understanding of counter-maps and the 
visualization techniques they employ. 

Reclaiming Place Through Marginalized Narratives9

RQ1: What kind of counter-maps exist??

RQ2: What are the needs, challenges, and innovations of counter-
maps in terms of visualization techniques??
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Characteristics and Needs of Counter-Maps

• Authorship and Audience

• Topics and Purpose

• Data Source and Collection

• Technologies and Tools

• Visualization Techniques
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kollektiv orangotango+. (2018). This is not an atlas: A
global collection of counter-cartographies.. transcript-Verlag



Characteristics and Needs of Counter-Maps
Characteristics and Needs of the Beyoğlu Map

• Authorship and Audience

• Topics and Purpose

• Data Source and Collection

• Technologies and Tools

• Visualization Techniques
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One of many projects in collaboration 
with the organization and participants

Mapping process as a creative tool to 
gather opinions and raise awareness 
to the spatial injustices that those 
who contributed to the map disagree 
with and feel disempowered by

Idea-driven: Data collected 
specifically for this project

No need for formal recognition or acceptance

Need to be recognized and understood

Need to creatively reclaim place while encouraging the map reader to get involved



Visualization and User Study Development

RO2: Applying and developing content-driven, place-based 
visualization techniques rooted in feminist visualization principles 
for the Beyoğlu– I will survive map and documenting this process.
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RQ3: What would the Beyoğlu – I will survive map look like with 
content-driven visualization techniques rooted in the feminist 
visualization principles?

?
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RQ3.1 To what extent can distortions and the open-world 
assumption convey the relative importance of places and help 
embrace pluralism?
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Map A Map B



RQ3.2 To what extent can direct integration of text and keywords 
as non-geographic labels help elevate emotion and affect? 
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Map A

Map B (Series)



RQ3.3 To what extent can sketch maps challenge power and 
aspire to empowerment? 
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Map A Map B



User Study

• Online Questionnaire open for 2 weeks 

• 103 respondents

• Three-Part Structure

• Likert scale Statements

• Quantitative Analysis

• Median

• Stacked Bar Charts

• Wilcoxon Signed-Rank Test

• Effect Size
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Results and Interpretation

RO3: Presenting limitations and possibilities of unconventional and 
content-driven visualization techniques in the case of Beyoğlu – I 
will survive map, for counter-mapping in general, and beyond.
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RQ4: What insights can be generated from the process of 
developing and evaluating content- driven visualizations for the 
Beyoğlu – I will survive map case study, for the wider context of 
counter- mapping and beyond?

?
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About the Respondents
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RQ3.1 To what extent can distortions and the open-world 
assumption convey the relative importance of places and help 
embrace pluralism?
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RQ3.2 To what extent can direct integration of text and keywords 
as non-geographic labels help elevate emotion and affect? 
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RQ3.3 To what extent can sketch maps challenge power and 
aspire to empowerment? 
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Limitations

• Target Audience?

• Conventional vs unconventional

• More participatory methods?

• Positionality
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Conclusion & Outlook

• Feminist visualization principles call 
for innovation

• Existing counter-maps can act           
as inspiration

• Unconventional techniques require      
a compromise: easy to understand   
vs. meeting aims

• Goal-setting in advance and testing 
visualizations recommended
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Thank you for listening! 

Questions?
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