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BLURRY BORDERS
an atlas on disputed borders
by Monika Krautschneider and Camila Narbaitz Sarsur

For something invisible and very often arbitrary, borders have always been an area of conflict. Throughout history, wars, and trea-
ties, communities have fought and claimed their sovereignty of territories for thousand of kilometers to just a few meters. From 
an island claimed by five different countries, a border of 248km that is almost impossible to cross, to the disputed border seen 
from space, more than 200 territorial disputes are underway. The atlas aims to explore some of these conflicted borders. 

Blurry Borders, an atlas on disputed borders. A view of its cover and some inner pages.

The process
Working with a social topic, trying not to 
take any side in the border disputes, and 
achieving a beautiful atlas  as a result, 
were the guidelines of this work. 

Research
The first step in this process was to look 
for the information and the databases. 
The two databases used were: CIA Fact-
book and Natural Earth Data.

Afterwards, the two databases were merged, 

the repeated information was removed and, 
finally visualized in a Google Maps to see 
the distribution worldwide.
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Classif ication
This step was one of the most important 
ones. The clustering of the data would give 
the structure of the Atlas: its chapters. In 
order to do this, a sample of the data was 
taken. As a guideline, a known border dis-
pute classification was used. Seven new 
categories were generated.

Storyboard
During this step, a roughly description of the 
atlas structure was created: the introduc-
tion, chapters and the conclusion.

Design of  the atlas
After the storyboard, the design was made. 
Firstly, references were searched. Secondly, 
a color scheme was chosen and a monochro-
matic scheme was designed for each chap-
ter.  Finally,  a reference map was designed, 
in which an UTM projection was used.

Put everything together
After finishing  most of the maps, the atlas 
layout was created and the maps were 
put together. Afterwards, the introduction, 
conclusion and other atlas chapters were 
planned. 

Conclusion
The goal of designing an unbiased atlas 
was partially achieved. The reasons were 
the struggle to compromise the informa-
tion and at the same time to show all the 
different views. In general, we achieved our 
objective of doing a beautiful design con-
taining all the information in a readable and 
understandable way.


