
A STUDY CASE OF MAPS OF 

THE DUTCH GOLDEN AGE 

ARTISTIC DECORATIONS IN EARLY 

MODERN CARTOGRAPHY: 



Questions 

 

 Why decorations were used. 

 

 Why they looked the way they looked. 

 

 Why they were placed where they were placed. 

 

 Sources of the iconography of the decorations. 



Motivation 

 

 Motivation for cartographic decorations:  

the meaning of cartographic decorations (if/when there 

was one) is lost. 

 

 Motivation for choosing the Dutch Golden Age:  

Dutch Golden Age (~17th century) 

Riches + Freedom      Cultural Achievements 

Dutch cartographic ornamentation is unique in history 

of cartography 

  

 



Methodology 
 
 Historical research:   
 maps are linked to a  particular social context 

(Harley) 
Sociopolitical context 
Cultural context 
Artistic context 
Scientific context 
Technological context 
 

  

 

 



Map Sources 

Online:   

Osher Map Library 

Wikimedia Commons 

David Rumsey Map Collection 

Washington Library Digital Collections 

Map Libraries in Vienna:   

Woldan Collection (Austrian Academy of 

Sciences) 
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 Social and political background (related to cartography) 

  Antwerp and then Amsterdam centre of cartographic and non-

cartographic publishing 

Foundation  of  Dutch East West India Company-early 17th cent 

 The Dutch acquired riches 

 Their scientific knowledge grew 

Back-up from a well-organised cartographic education system 
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  Late Renaissance and Baroque imported from Italy 

Painting: 

 Painters could turn to cartographers and cartographers could be painters 

as well 

 Trend to illustrate maps in paintings in Dutch Golden Age  

 Painters would get mathematical training from surveyors and 

cartographers 

 Painters and cartographers were not social workers, they had to be 

businessmen, too  

 Paintings and maps had to be commercial (pretty in order to be 

profitable) 
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 Science and technology of cartography in the 17th century 

  after the mid-17th century cartography turns to science 

 Maps moved to scientific corners in markets 

  In the Dutch territory 

 A group of pioneers made cartography more of a science 

 Gemma Frisius (added mathematics) 

 Gerardus Mercator (mathematics, projection and copper-plate 

engraving technique) 

 Abraham Ortelius (added text-geohistorical content on the back of 

atlas maps) 
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Angliae et Hiberniae Accurata Descriptio [...], 1609 Courtesy of Osher Map Library 
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The Dutch were considered the masters of cartographic decorations 
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Ebstorfer World Map, T-O-Design, ca.1300 

Wikimedia Commons, Public Domain 
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The Carta Marina of 1539 by Olaus Magnus. 
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Indiae Orientalis, Insularuimque Adiacientium Typus , 1570 University of 
Washington Libraries, Special Collections, MAP114. 

India, year 1570 India, year 



 Tabula Indiae Orientalis, 1662 University of Washington Libraries, 

Special Collections, MAP153. 

India, year 1662 
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Italiae Novissima Descriptio Avctore Iacobo Castaldo Pedemontano, 1579 

University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections, MAP111. 
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Nova Francia alio nomine dicta Terra Nova, between 1592 and 1594. 
Wikimedia Commons, Public Domain 
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"America noviter delineate" , 1641 . University of Washington Libraries, 

Special Collections, MAP010. 



Artistic decorations 

 Artistic decorations all over the map became rare in 17th 

century 

Exploration trips brought back information            place names 

bacame more abundant, shorelines more precise, geographic 

information in general became more and more accurate 

Europe started to embrace all the values that gave birth to 

Enlightenment        monsters on a map seemed unrealistic 

Fear and ignorance gave way to knowledge and exploitation    
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"Tabula Geographica Mexicae et Floridae etc." , 1722 . University of 

Washington Libraries, Special Collections, MAP101. 



Artistic decorations 



  Tabula Geographica Mexicae et Floridae etc. , 1722 
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Artistic decorations 

 Cartouches 

Italian cartographers‘ creation 

Dutch cartographers copied from Italian craftsmen & added 

extravagant features to it (late Renaissance & Baroque 

influence) 

After roughly 1650, a geographical decorative theme was added 

to the cartouche. 
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"Orbis Terrarum Nova et Accuratissima Tabula" , circa 1666. University of 

Washington Libraries, Special Collections, MAP007. 
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"Novus Planiglobii Terrestris per Utrumque Polum Conspectus" , 1695 . University of   

Washington Libraries, Special Collections, MAP174. 



Courtesy of Osher Map Library. 
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“Polus Antarcticus”, circa 1637 . University of  Washington Libraries, Special Collections, 

MAP135. 



Artistic decorations 

 Marginalia 

Rectangular frame 

 Marginalia is mostly geographically connected to the map content 

In the spare space of double hemisphere maps 

 Marginalia is either of paganistic, mythological, or religious content 

In the spare space of single hemisphere maps 

 Marginalia geographically connected to the map content 
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& 

 

Cartography is connected to the graphic arts 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Thank you, for your attention! 


